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Editorial
Lise Lykke Steffensen and Mervi Honkatukia

NordGen - Nordiskt Genresurscenter, Ås, Norway

You are currently reading the special issue of Acta Agri-
culturae Scandinavica honouring the 10-years-celebra-
tions of the Nordic Genetic Resource Centre, NordGen.
This issue is dedicated to all national farm animal
breeds in all Nordic countries. Scandinavian countries
have a long history in collaboration not only because
of close neighbourhood but also due to common
history and culture of the Nordic region. In addition to
collaboration, Scandinavian countries have been stand-
ing on the front line in several subjects.

One of the frontline collaborations has been the con-
servation of the national breeds. Professors Kalle Maijala
and Stefán Aðalsteinsson, to mention a few, have been
the Nordic pioneers initiating the joint effort in local
breed conservation already at the 1970s. They under-
stood very early that locally adapted native breeds
were valuable for the future’s needs and therefore
needed to be studied and conserved.

Research aiming for characterisation is fundamental
for conservation actions since lacking information
hinders decision-making and management plans. ‘The
status and need for characterisation of Nordic animal
genetic resources’ by Sass Kierkegaard is the first com-
prehensive inventory of characterisation status at the

Nordic level. The results indicate that a large percen-
tage of the breeds are still not adequately character-
ised. Moreover, surprisingly many breeds are lacking
the population census size information – a fact that
might be available within the country in question,
but missing from international databases such as
FAO’s database.

NordGen Farm Animals is a service and knowledge
centre for sustainable management of farm animal
genetic resources in the Nordic countries. NordGen con-
tinues to collaborate with all Nordic stakeholders for
maintaining the essential job to fill in the information
gaps. All parties are strongly encouraged to continue
the great efforts for raising awareness and adding
value to local breeds.

It has been a great pleasure to act as a visiting editor
in this issue since it provided an excellent overview of
ongoing research in Nordic counties. Hence we invite
the readers to view what is new with native cattle,
sheep, goats, chickens, pigs, dogs and horses in Nordic
countries. Majority of the papers are dealing with charac-
terisation filling the characterisation gap, but gratifyingly
also including paper with effort to add value for the
product of native breed.

© 2020 Informa UK Limited, trading as Taylor & Francis Group

ACTA AGRICULTURAE SCANDINAVICA, SECTION A — ANIMAL SCIENCE
2020, VOL. 69, NOS. 1–2, 1
https://doi.org/10.1080/09064702.2020.1745400

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/09064702.2020.1745400&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2020-04-22
http://www.tandfonline.com


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.90
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.90
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


